READING WORKS

IPA

International Phonetic Alphabet
Sounds and their Letters

Ellie Hallett
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Background

The International Phonetic Alphabet is based on the Latin, Greek and Arabic symbols. It was invented in 1886 with several
revisions since then, the most recent being in 2005.

The whole series of READING WORKS books is to do with the sounds of English. Without an understanding of the aural,
spoken and visual connectivity of language, learning to read and communicate is a much more difficult mountain to climb.

The IPA book is a companion to the A +Z book, in that the IPA book lists the letter and letter groups (graphemes) that match
each sound. The A- Z book does the opposite, and lists all the sounds, silences and variations that each letter in the alphabet has. The
books have been written with the aim of helping to simplify the complexities of English and make them easier to remember.

Many dictionaries have the IPA symbols after each word to help with correct pronunciations, so adventurous learners will
explore independently more complex words as an enjoyable code-breaking exercise.

For readers who would like to know more about the history as to why American English is so different, the story of spelling
reforms makes interesting reading and is worth investigating.

How to use this book
X The lists and pictures help put words into their sound groups, aiding pronunciation accuracy and conversation skills.
X The extra pictures are added to be not just good to look at, but provide rich pickings for further discussion topics. The word hay,
for example, is fodder (sorry) for a multitude of high-quality lessons/conversations. Some possibilities: finding similar words such
as sheaf, bundle, pitchfork, haystack, baleart. The difference between hay and straw could also come in here. The more
adventurous teacher could travel even further by introducing Constable's famous painting, The Hay Wain
X Being highly pictorial, this IPA book is enjoyable to look at without having to necessarily delve too deeply into the intricacies of
English for younger learners. However, it also has enough substance to meet the needs of a wide range of age groups and abilities.

NOTE that the symbols with ! after them indicate a long vowel, as in I!"
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1. asinfeet

continued on the next page

#B%EE (")* " e ee i-e i e
#8" - " emu bee police antique anemone
/%0&1%""+2"
34)567"
#+$, "
even wheel marine oblique aborigine
be week machine physique recipe
8&9'%"
#+$, &+ emit tree routine pique karaoke
.'(+,. "
equal green prestige unique apostrophe
email eel ravine critique epitome

1I'#$%& ()*$+()%,-./0%1.,,.0* $

Other eewords you might like to know are suite, quay, people, encyclopaedia (US encyclopediahaive, fleur-de-lis, chic, debris, amoeba vis-a-vis. Epitome is

pronounced as eepit-o-meeand means that something is a perfect example, as in the sentence, She is the epitome of high fashion

The word hyperbole is similar in pronunciation, i.e. high-purr-ba-lee Hyperbole means an exaggeration used for effect, as in | could eat a horse!
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U O™ diphthong and schwa as in tour

#B68& (")* "

our/u-e

ui

# +$ III_. - ”

tour

fluid

/%0&1%""+2"

34)567"
#+$ n
dour
(looking severe; stern)
lour
8&9’ n
$” . (threatening or dark, as
#1+P, X &+ in weather or facial
.(+. " expression)

lure
(to entice or tempt
someone or something)

druids

[ laal . Sl o)

=

on tour

1I'#$%& ()*$+()%,-./0%1.,,.0* $

g

JUD diphthong and schwa asin fewer & (pples)

#3w&& ()" "

ure

ewer

#+$ lll_._ n

mature

skewer

/%0&1%""+2"

34)567"
#+$ n
pure viewer
cure interviewer
8£9'$"
#+$ H&+" secure hewer
..(_/_I. n
manure hewer
obscure chewer

Fluid and ruin are not diphthongs but are termed hiatuses in linguistics. They are pronounced as floo-ad and roo-an.
Druids (pre-Christian) worshipped the forces of nature. Stonehenge in England is a famous set of stones from the time of the druids.
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1"48%& ()*8+()%,-./081.,,.0* $

E——
I as in ship
#PWEE (")* " sh su ss ch ci ti ce
#rg " shoes sugar pressure parachute official direction ocean
/%0&1%"+2"
34)567"
#+3,
sheep sure fissure chef especially portion oceanic
wash unsure mission brochure social martial herbaceous
8&9'%"
HH+E, A&+ fashion insulation issue sachet crucial initial audacious
..(+,. "
dishes sugarplum session chandelier special action concerto
squashy Ursula impression machine Grecian fiction crustacean
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